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oreat talk ; but that is ever good for,the publiek : but he that 
plots to be the only figure among cyphers, is the decay of a 

whole age. *' acon J M 0 *.*' 

As in accounts cyphers and figures pafs for real fums, lo m 

human affairs words pafs for things themfelves. South therm. 
j The horofeope; the diagram ot the afpe&s of the aitrolo- 

" 1C \Ve do not know what’s brought to pafs under the profef- 
fion of fortunetelling: file works by charms, by; fpelb, by 
the figure, and dawbry beyond our element. Shake]peart. 

He fet a figure to difeover 

If you were fled to Rye or Dover. Hudibras, p. m cant, i. 
Figure flingers and ftar-gazers pretend to foretell the tor- 
tunes of kingdoms, and have no forefight in ^hat concerns 
themfelves. . L'hjlrangc, Fable 94 - 

10. [In theology.1 Type reprcfentativc. 

L Who was the figure of him that is to come. Romans. 
n. [In rhetoridfc] Any mode of fpeaking \n which words are 
detorted from their literal and pnmittve fenfe. In flnet ac¬ 
ceptation, the change of a word is a trope,, and any ifiOM 
of a fenteuce a figure ; but they are generally confounded by 

the exailefl writers* 

Silken terms jjrecile, 

Three pil’d hyperboles, fpruce affectation, 

Figures pcdantical, thefe Summer flies ■ 

Have blown me full of maggot oftentation. Shakejpeart. 
Here is a ftrange figure invented againft the plain and na¬ 
tural fenfe of the words ; for by praying to bellow, muft be 
understood onlv praying to pray. StiUwgJteet. 

They have been taught rhetorick, but yet never taught to 
exprefs themfelves in the language they are always to ufe; as 
if the names of the figures that embellilhed the dilcourle ot 
thofe, who underftood the art of fpeaking, were the very art 

and fkill of fpeakin- well. . t f . 

11. [In grammar.] Any deviation from the rules of analogy or 

fyntax. 

TotYbuRE. v. a. \_figuro, Latin.] 

1. To form into any determinate fliape. 

Trees and herbs, in the growing forth of their boughs and 
branches, are not figured, and keep no order. ; fi sn ' 

Accept this goblet, rough With ftgur d gold. Dryd. ptrgtl. 

2. To fliow by a corporeal refemblance: as in picture or Ita- 

tuary. 

Arachne figur'd how Jove did abufe 
Europa like a bull, and on his back 
Her through the fea did bear ; To lively feen, 

That it true fea, and true bull ye would ween. 

Now marks the courfo of rolling orbs on high 
O’er figur'd worlds now travels with his eye. 

To cover or adorn with figures* 

I’ll give my jewels for a fet of beads, 

My gorgeous palace for a hermitage, 

My gay apparel for an almfman’s gown, 

Mv figur’d go biers for a difh of wood* Shake/ Richard II. 
To" iltverfify; to variegate with adventitious forms or 

matter. 

But this effufion of fuch manly drops, ^ 

Startle mine eyes, and makes me more amaz’d 
Than had I fecn the vanity top of heav’n 
Figur'd quite o*er with burning meteors, Shahefp* K. John * 
To reprefent by a typical or figurative rcfembkocc. 

When facraments are faid to be vifible figns of in viable 
grace, we thereby conceive how grace is indeed the very end 
for which thefe heavenly myfteries were inftituted ; and the 
matter whereof they con lift is fuch as fignifieth, figureth^ and 
reprefenteth their end* ^ Hooker, i* v. 

There is a hiftory in all mens lives, ^ ^ 

Figuring the nature of the times deccafod. Shake/. Hen . I\ . 

Marriage rings are not of this fluff: 

Oh ! why fhould ought lefs precious or Jefe tough 


Spen 


Qr. 


Pope, 


3- 


Figure our loves \ 


Donne 


The emperor appears as a rifing fun, and holds a globe in 
his hand to figure out the earth that is enlightened and a&uated 

by his beams. Add 'fi n s « anam Med " ls ' 

6. To image in the mind. 

None that feels ferifibly the decays of age, and his life 
wearing off, can figure to himfelf thofe imaginary charms in 
riches and praife, that men are apt to do in the warmth of 

Temple. 


Prior. 


their blood. . t 

If love, alas! be.pain, the pain I bear 
No thought can figure , and no tongue declare, 

7. To prefigure; to forefbow. 

Three glorious funs, each one a perfect fun, 

In this the heaven figures fome event. Shakef Henry VI. 

g ‘po form figuratively . to ufe jn a fenfe not literal. 

Figured and metaphorical expreflions do well to illuftrate 
more abftrufe and unfamiliar ideas, which the mind is not yet 
thoroughly accufiotned to. , , LoJ... 

Figure-fling UR. n.fi lfig«r* and filing J A pretender to 
allrology and prediction. 

Quacks, figure-fit tigers, pettifoggers, and republican plot- 
tcrscaniiGt well live without it. Collier of Confidence. 
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Fi ’gwort. n- fi [fig and •mru} A plant. 

It hath ananomalous flower, confuting of leaf, gapmg 
at both Tides, and generally globular, cut as it were into two 
lips, under the upper one of which are two fmall leaves* Mill 
Filaceous* ad), [from filum, Lat.J Confifting of thread.; 
competed of threads^ 

They make cables of the bark of lime-ttees; it is the (Uk 
that maketh the filaceous matter commonly, and fometimes 
the down that groweth above. Bacon's Natural Hifiiry^ 

FPLACER, n.fi [filaxarim, low Lat filum .j An officer in die 
Common Pleas, lo called becaufe he files thole writs whereon 
he makes proceis. There are fourteen of them in their feveral 
divifions and counties : they make out all original procefs, as 
well real as perfonal and mixt. Harris. 

FxT ament* tt. fi [filament f Fr. filammta, Latin.] A flender 
thread; a body flender and long like a thread. 

The effluvium paffing out in a finaller thread, and more 
enlightened filament , it ftirreth not the bodies interpofed. Bro. 

'Fhe lungs of confumptives have been confumed, nothing 
remaining but the ambient membrane, and a number of 
withered veins and filaments. Harvey on Conjumptinns, 

The ever-roiling orb’s impulfive ray 
On the next threads and filaments does bear. 

Which form the fpringy texture of the air 
And thofe ft ill ftrike the next, "till to the fight 
The quick vibration propagates the light, iiiackm. Creation 
The dung of horles is nothing but the filaments of the hay, 
and as fuch combuftible. Arbuthnot on Aliments, 

FFleert* n. fi [This is derived by Junius and Skinner from 
the long beards or hufits, as corrupted from full beard, or full 
of beard, It probably had its name, like many other fruits, 
from fome one that introduced or cultivated it; and is there¬ 
fore corrupted from Filbert or Filibert, the name of him who 
brought it hither*] A fine hazel nut with a thinfhelL 
In Airlift comes fruit of all forts ; as plumbs, pears, apri¬ 
cots, barberries, filberts, mufkmelons, mouklhoods of all 
colours. ^ Bacon, Efiby 47, 

Thou haft a brain, fuch as it is indeed ! 

On what elfe lhould thy worm of fancy feed ? 

Yet in a filbert J have often known 
Maggots furvivc, when alt the kerners gone* Dorfit , 

There is alfo another kind, called the filbert of Conftan- 
tinople; the leaves and fruit of which are bigger than either 
of the former : the heft are thofe of a thin fhelh Mortimer* 

To FILCH* v* a* [ A word of uncertain etymology. The 
French word filer , from which fome derive it, is of very kte 
production, and therefore cannot be its original.] To fteal; 
to take by theft; to pilfer; to pillage; to rob; to take by 
robbery. It is ulually fpoken of petty thefts. 

He fluli find his wealth wonderfully enlarged by keeping 
his cattle in indofures, where they ffiall always have firfe 
being, that none are continually filched and ftolen* Sptnfir* 
The champion robbeth by night, 

And prowleth and filchtih by dale* Fujfir's Husbandry. 

Who ft cals my purfe. Heals trafh; ’tis fomething, nothing; 
’Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been flave to thoufands; 

But he that filches from me my good name, 

Robs me of that which not enriches him, 

And makes me poor indeed. Shakefifeare s Othdh. 

His tiiefts were too open; his filching was like an unfkilful 
finger, he kept no time. S ha kef. Merry Wives of JVmlfir. 

He could difeern cities like hives of bees, wherein every 
bee did nought elfe but fting; fome like hornets, fome like 
filching wafps, others as drones. Burton on Melancholy 

What made thee venture to betray, 

And filch the lady ? s heart aw ay* HucUhras, p. iii. cant r . 
The pifmire was formerly a hufbandman, that fecretly 
filched away his neighbour’s goods* VEjJ ranges Fdku 

Fain would they filch that little food away, 

While unreftrain’d thofe happy gluttons prey. Drydetu 
So fpeeds the wily fox, alarm’d by fear. 

Who lately filch'd the tux key’s callow care. Gay's Trivia. 
F1TcHER. 7r.yI [from filch.] A thief; a petty robber* 

FILE- n.f- [ file, French ; filum , a thread, Latin.] 

1. A thread. 

But let me relume the file of my relation, which this 00- 
jeft of books, beft agreeable to mv courfe of life, hatha hftlc 
interrupted. /fatten- 

2. A line on which papers arc ft rung to keep them in order. ^ 
All records, wherein there was any memory of the kings 

attainder, fhould be cancelled and taken off the file- Bacon* 

The petitions being thus prepared, do you continually frt 
apart an hour in a day to penifc thofe, and then rank them 
into feveral firs, according to the fubjefl matters* Battou 
Th* apothecary-train is wholly blind; 

From files a random recipe they take. 

And many deaths of one preferiptioji make. Dryatn* 

3. A catalogue ; roll; feries. 

Our prefeiu mufters grow upon the fie 

To five and twenty thoufand men of choice* Shabef rLs 
The; Valu’d fi e , , 

Diftinguiftics the fwift, the flow, the fubtle. Shah- Mac * 
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4, A line of fuldiers taiiged one behind another. 

Thole goodly eyes, 

That o’er the files and mufters of the war 
Have glow’d like plated t Mars, now bend, now turn 
Upon a tawny front* Shakefipeare's Ant. and Cleopatra * 

So faying, on he led his radiantyf/e^ 

Dazzling the moon* Milton's Paradife Loft , h iv. 

5, [peol, Saxon; Vijle, Dutch.] An inftrument to rub down 
prominences. 

The rough or coarfe-teothed file, if it be large; is called a 
rubber, and is to takeoff the unevennefs of your work which 
the hammer made in the forging: the baftard-toothed file is to 
takeout of your work the deep cuts, or file-ftrokes, the rough 
file made: the fine-toothed file is to take out the cuts, or file- 
ftrokes, the baftard fide made; and the fmooth file is to take 
out thofe cuts, or file-ftrokes, that the fine file made* Moxoru 
Yet they had a file for the mattocks and for the coulters. 

t Sa. xiiL 21* 

The fmiths and armourers on palfreys ride, - 
Files in their hands and hammers at their fide. 

And nails for loofen’d fpears, and thongs for ifiields provide* 

Dry den s Knight's Tale * 

FilecuYter* fi- n. [file and cutterl\ A maker of ii.'es, 

Gad-fteel is a tough fort of ft eel: filecutters ufe it to make 
their chiilels, with which they cut their fi La* Moxou. 

To File. v. a. [from filum , a thread.] 

1. T'o firing upon a thread or wire* Whence to file a bile is to 
offer it in its order to the notice of the judge* 

From the day his firft bill was filed he began to collefl 
reports. Arbuthnot and Pop e's Mart* Scrib * 

2. [from pcolan, Saxon.] To cut with a file* 

They which would file away mofi from the Jargenefs of that 
offer, do in more fpafing terms acknowledge little lefs. 

Hooker, L v, fi. 27* 

His humour Is lofty, his difeourfe peremptory, his tongue 
filed, and his eye ambitious* Shake/ Loves Labour LojL 

Let men be careful how they attempt to cure a bJemifh by 
filing or cutting off the head of fuch an overgrown tooth. Ray* 
3* [from plan*] To foul; to fully; to pollute* This fenfe is 
retained in Scotland. 

For Banquo’s ifUje have I fiVd my mind. 

For them the gracious Duncan have 1 murder’d. Shakefp * 

His weeds, divinely fafhioned, 

AWfild and mangl’d. Chapman's Iliads, $, xviii. 

To File, v n. [from the noun.] To march in a file, not 
abreaft, but one behind another. 

All ran down without order or ceremony, ’till we drew up 
In good order, and filed off. Tat Ur , N°* 86* 

Did all the gioffer atoms at the cell 
Of chance file off to form the ponderous ball, 

And undetermin'd into order fall ? Blackmord i Creation. 

Fj'lemot. n.fi. [corrupted from feueiUe morte, a dead leaf, 
French.] A brown or yellow-brown colour. 

The colours you ought to wiOi for are blue or filemot, 
turned up with red. Swift’s Dheii. to the Footman. 

Fi ler. h ./ [fromyf/tf.J One who files; one who ufes the 
file in cutting metals. 

FILIAL, ad], [fiiial it, French; filius, Latin.] 
t. Pertaining to a fon ; befitting a fori. 

My mifchievous proceeding may be the glory of his filial 
piety, the only reward now left for fo great a merit. Sidney. 
From impofition of Ariel laws, to free 
Acceptance of large grace; from fervile fear 
To filial ; works of law, to works of faith. Milt. Pa, Loft. 

He griev d, he wept, the light an image brought 
Of his own filial love; a fadly pleafing thought. ° Dryden. 

2. Hearing the di a racier or relation of a fon. 

Amt thus the tf/fo/godhead anfw’ring fpoke. Milt. P. L. 
Where the old myrtle her good influence fheds, 

Sprigs of like leaf ere& their filial heads; 

And when the parent role decays and dies, 

, W ith a refemUing face the daughter buds arife. Prior. 
Fiua'tion. n.fi [from filius, Latin.] The relation of a fon 
top, lather ; correlative to paternity. 

The relation of paternity and filiation, between the firft and 
Jecoml per fon, and die relation between the facred nerfons of 
Hie I runty, and the denomination thereof, muft needs be 
eternal, becaufe the terms of relation between whom that 

A't Tt etCmk, r , H f S 0,7 > 4Mankind. 
lit. nos. n.j [without a lingular; from file.] Fragments 

rubbed off by the action of the file. J b 

1 hefilFgs of iron infufed in vinegar, will, with a decoc¬ 
tion ol galls, make good ink, without any copperofe at all. 

—r-i ,. . Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. vi. c. 12. 

thm dw^hT^ a " d 4Y- 0f thofe are of more value 

ToFLL ffr u ° f T \ aUtl ‘° rS - Filtm m Sh ‘ Cla & 
'J lLL [):>llan, Saxon.] M 

lm ^ ° ^° r ^ more can be admitted* 

Fi/Athiue horn with oil. 
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ic vvaterp&fcs with water. 


1 Sa m xvi* 1, 
and they filled them up to the 

Jo. ii. 7. 
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1 • 

The earth Is filled with violence through them* Geh-. v!* iji 

2. To ftore abundantly* 

Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the feas* Gen v 

3. To fatisfy; to content. 

Nothing but the fiipreme and abfolute Infinite can ade^ 
quately/// and foper-abundantly fatisfy the infinite defires of 
intelligent beings, Cheyne s PhiL Print* 

4* To glut; to forfeit. ^ 

I hou art going to lord Timon’s feaft* 

—Ay, to fee meat fill knaves, and wine heat fools. Shake/. 
To Fill out To pour out liquor for drink. 

To Fill out. To extend by fomething contained. 

I only fpeak of him 

Whom pomp and greatnefs fits fo loofe about* 

That he wants majefty to fill them out. Dryden * 

To Fill up. [Up is often ufed without much addition to the 
force of the verb-] T o make full. 

Hope leads from goal to goal, 

And opens ft!II, and opens on his foul; 

’Till lengthen’d on to faith, and unconfin’d. 

It pours the blifs that :fills up all the mind. Pope's EJfi. on Mam 
To Fill up. To fupply* 

When the feveral trades and profeffions are fuppjied, you 
will find moft of thofe that are proper for war abfolutely ne- 
cefiar y for filling up the laborious pait of life, and carrying on 
the underwork of the nation. Addifon on the /Par* 

9. To Fill up. To occupy by bulk. 

There would not be altogether fo much water required for 
the land as for the fea, to jaife them to an equal height; be¬ 
caufe mountains and hills would fill up part of that fpace upon 
the land, and fo make lefs water rcquifitc. Burnet* 

iq* To Fill up. To engage ; to employ* 

Is it far you ride ? 

—As far, my lord, as will fill up the time 
’Twixt this and fupper. Shakefpeares Macbeth* 

To Fill* v.n. 

1. To give to drink. 

In the cup which fhe hath filled,/// to her double. Rev. xviii* 
We fill to th* general joy of the whole table, 

And to our dear friend Lanquo, whom we mifs. Shak. Mac * 

*. To grow full* 

3* To glut; to fatiate. 

Things that are fweet and fat are more filling, and do fwim 
and hang more about the mouth of the ftomach, and go not 
down fo fpeediJy. Basons Natural Hi fiery. 

4, To F ill up. To grow full. 

Neither the Pal us Mentis nor the Euxlne, nor any other 
feas, fill up, or by degrees grow lhallower. Woodward. 

The firft ftage of healing, or the diicharg? of matter, is 
by furgeons called djgeftion 5 thefecond, or the filing up with 
flefh, incarnation; ami the lull, or fleining over, cicatri- 
zatiun. fibarp's Surgery. 

Fill. n.fi. [from the verb ] 

1. As much as may produce complete fatisfadlion. 

Her neck and breafts were ever open bare, 

That aye thereof her babes might fuck their fill. Fairy 3u. 

But thus inflam’d befpoke the captain, 

Who fcorneth peace fliall have his filial war. Fairfax, b. ii. 
When ye were thirfty, did I not cleave the rock, and wa¬ 
ters flowed out to your ////? 2 Efid. i. 20. 

Mean while enjoy 

fiom fill, what happinefs this happy ftate 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. Milton's Par. Lofl. 

Amid’ the tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 

1 T‘ u , , F iltm ' s L °A r ix. 

winch made me gently firft remove your fears. 

That fo you might have room to entertain 
Your fill of joy. Denham's Sophy. 

our baroarity, which I have heard fo long exclaimed 
agatnit m town and country, may have its fill of deftruc- 
fon. J p 

2. [More properly thill .j The place between the ftafts of a 


carnage. 


This mule being put in the///of a cart, run awav with 
hecattand t™be, J/«W, H.fandr,. 

Filler, n.fi [from///.] J 

x * Any thing that fills up room without ufe. 

CZC\u ZtT fi llir ' t0 u ft ° p 3 , vacanc y ln ti] e hexameter, and 
conncdl the preface to the work of Virgil. Dryd. Mn. Dedic 

f tei ] der S entle Dougins and fuitable expref- 

/Z\pTl ^te* conc ' i,s - 

Pope. 


2. One whole employment is to fill veffels of carriage 

1 hey commonly have three, four, five or fix hewers or 
diggers to four filters, being proportioned fo as to keep the 

, TT l : ”•{■ l filety French ; filum, Latin. ] 1 

1. A band tied round the head or other part, 

Hls balefu! breath infpiring, as he glides, 

•i\ow h.<e a chain around her neck he rid.es j 

Now 












































































